
Dr. David Elrod is the general manager of Aerospace Test-
ing Alliance (ATA) – a joint venture between Jacobs Tech-
nology Inc., Computer Sciences Corp. and General Phys-
ics Corp. at the U.S. Air Force’s Arnold Engineering De-
velopment Center (AEDC), Arnold Air Force Base, Tenn.

AEDC is the largest complex of test facilities in the U.S.
The center operates 58 flight simulation test facilities
worth more than $7.8 billion that can test aircraft, jet en-
gines, missiles and spacecraft under simulated environ-
mental flight conditions, including speeds as fast as Mach
20 and altitudes up to 300 miles. Virtually every high per-
formance aircraft, missile and space launch system in use
by the Department of Defense today has been tested in
AEDC facilities, as well as all manned NASA systems
and many civilian aircraft.

Previously, he served as general manager and chief technical officer of the Jacobs Sverdrup’s AEDC
Group. He is also a senior vice president of Jacobs Technology. Prior to that he served as deputy
director of the Applied Technology Department at AEDC.

Before joining Sverdrup in October 1995, he was manager of the Applied Technology program for
Micro Craft Technology at AEDC where he was responsible for the planning, advocacy and execu-
tion of the Aerodynamics technology program, including work in the areas of flow diagnostics,
facilities, test techniques and space simulation. He directed technology development activities re-
lated to wind tunnels, arc heaters, ranges and space chambers.

His work experience includes non-intrusive flow diagnostics, electro-optic instrumentation sys-
tems, microprocessor design and programming, space mission simulation, test project manage-
ment, facility acquisition program management, team development, and management of technol-
ogy and organizational change.
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